“You will heave all his guns

overboard, cut away his masts
and leave him in a situation
that he can just make out

to get into some port...”
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Bath Iron Works The 29th Arleigh Burke Class Destroyer Built at
A GENERAL DYNAMICS COMPANY Bath Iron Works, and the 54th Ship of the Class




ichelle Sterett Bernson is a

familial ~descendant of LT

Andrew Sterett. She was born in
Miami, Florida, to Kent and Diana Sterett
and is the oldest of four children. Michelle
spent most of her childhood years in
Florida and attended high school in
Nebraska and California. After graduation
from high school she attended Michigan
Technological University in Houghton,
Michigan. She graduated cum laude in
1996 with a Bachelor of Science in
Mechanical Engineering.

Michelle began working for Boeing in Seattle, WA
immediately after graduation from college. During
the first five years of her career, she held a variety of
engineering positions supporting Boeing Commercial
aircraft such as the 737, 747, 767, and 777.

In 2002, Michelle was selected for a fellowship at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in the
Leaders for Manufacturing Program. Michelle gradu-
ated in 2004 with a Masters in Business Administr-
ation as well as a Masters in Mechanical Engineering.

DIANA STERETT

Matron of Honor

iana Sterett grew up in Coral

Gables, Florida. Her father was

a Naval Aviator who flew
PBY’s during WWII. She graduated
from Florida State University and
Florida International University with a
Masters in Education Administration. She served as
Teacher, County Math Coordinator and Professional
Competency Reviewer for the State of Florida. She
married Kent Sterett in 1971 and together they raised
4 children: Michelle, Ryan, Greg and Jeff.

Diana currently owns a consulting company that
is providing implementation support for the Navy’s
Lean Six Sigma program and also serves as Chief
Financial Officer of Clear Creek Power, a wind farm
development company engaged in the large scale
introduction of renewable energy to the Rocky

After graduation from MIT, Michelle
returned to Seattle as a manager in the
Boeing Production Systems Office on the
737. Later in her career, she took a job as a
factory supervisor in the F-22 Assembly
Center, where the wing and tail sections of
the F-22 Raptor are manufactured. Most
recently, Michelle has taken a position
working to define future aircraft produc-
tion for the Boeing Commercial Airplane
group.

Michelle spends much of her time out-
side work volunteering with organizations
that promote math and science for young women and
is Co-Director of The Science Splash program at
Seattle University. She and her husband, Zach, have
traveled extensively, visiting more than 20 countries in
the last five years. In their spare time they enjoy out-
door activities such as sailing, hiking, cross country
skiing, and scuba diving.

LE PHUNG

Matron of Honor

e T. Phung left Vietnam on a

small open boat with over 100

others. It was not her first
attempt to seek freedom. After a week
at sea, adrift after engine failure, with-
SN out food, and with their boat about to
sink, rescue came by way of Sterett (CG 31) which
picked up all the refugees aboard on July 22, 1983.
After short stays in camps in Thailand and Indonesia,
Le arrived in St. Louis, Missouri in January 1984, to
see frost and snow for the first time in her life.

Le graduated from Washington University, St.
Louis in 1988, and completed her Ph.D. in Molecular
Biology at the University of Chicago in 1997. Since
then, she has been traveling and doing research at the
University of Illinois’ College of Medicine in Chicago.
Currently she is investigating the molecular genetics of




May 19, 2007
Michelle Sterett Bernson christens the
new USS Sterett on Saturday at Bath Iron
Works. Michelle Bernson is a descendant
of Lt. Andrew Sterett
vessel is named.




Friday May 19, 2007
Stepping the Mast

The ancient custom of “stepping the mast,” by placing
coins under the step or hottom of a ship’s mast during
construction, dates from antiquity. One belief from Greek |
Mythology is that should the ship be wrecked during
passage, the coins would ensure payment of the crew’s
wages for their return home. Since at least the ‘
construction of USS Constitution, this tradition has been |
passed on as a symbol of good luck for U.S. Navy ships.
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STERETT (DDG 104)

Christening Program

National Anthem  Navy Band Northeast
Director, Lieutenant Carl Gerhard, USN
Soloist: Meredith Parsons McComb

Welcome Dugan Shipway
President Bath Iron Works

Remarks The Honorable Thomas H. Allen
United States Representative, Maine

Rear Admiral Charles H. Goddard, USN
Program Executive Officer, Ships

Rear Admiral Nevin P. Carr, Jr., USN
Deputy of Combat Systems & Weapons,
Surface Warfare

SHIELD
Celeste (Yale Blue) a demi-trident issuing from
base Or, above each tine a mullet of the like, the

shaft surmounted in base by a mullet Gules; on : ‘
a chief wavy of the last edged of the second,a  Principal Speaker  Rear Admiral Bernard J. “Barry” McCullough, USN

Naval officer’s sword point down and an Director, Warfare Integration/Senior National

antique telescope saltirewise Proper, all within Representative
a bordure Azure (Dark Blue).

Invocation Lieutenant Dennis K. Andrews
CREST : Navy Chaplain
On a wreath Or and Celeste an eighteenth cen-
tury frigate in silhouette Sable, surmounted
overall by an annulet of twenty-one mullets of
the first.

Christening Michelle Sterett Bernson
Ship Sponsor

SYMBOLISM Diana Sterett
Scarlet denotes courage and the sacrifices made Matron of Honor
in battle by the three previous ships to bear the

name Sterett. The scarlet mullet in base recalls Le T. Phung

the first incident in which a US Navy vessel, Matron of Honor
DLG-31, shot down and destroyed a Russian-

built MiG 17 airplane with a Terrier missile
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Michelie Sterett Bernson christens the new USS Sterett on Saturday at Bath Iron Works. Bernson
after whom the vessel is named. Sterett was a Navy officer about two centuries ago.
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Derek Davis/Staff Photographt

is a descendant of Lt. Andrew Sterett,

New ship, old legacy

The third USS Sterett rescued
Vietnamese people at sea,
and one survivor served as
a matron of honor Saturday.
By DAVID SHARP
The Associated Press

BATH — Le T Phung was one
of thousands of Vietnamese hoat
people desperate enough for a bet-
tor life to take to the ocean in gmall

splash of champagne by Michell
Sterett Bernson, is the fourth war
ship to bear the name of Steretf
who served aboard the frigate Con
stellation during the U.S. Navy’
first victory against a foreign navy,

Sterett commanded a gun batter:
when Constellation captured th
French frigate LInsurgente dur
ing an undeclared “quasi-war” i
February 1799,
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Memorial Service
Reading of the names of fallen
DD-407 sailors
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