My name is LienNhu Doan, I was 20 years old when my parents decided to risk everything and flee the country in 1983.  

Right after the Fall of Saigon in 1975, due to my father’s background with the US Military, he was sent to what they called a “reeducation camp”.  After 8 years living like a prisoner, almost facing death, he was released from the camp.  On July 14, 1983, our family of 8, boarded a rickety fishing boat with 165 other refugees seeking a new life through the Saigon River to escape political and economic hardships. After several days of vast ocean and rolling storms, the group were suffering from starvation and dehydration.  Some were even beginning to hallucinate, but for a day or so, some thought they may have seen or heard airplanes flying nearby.  As our hopes began to fade, the sound of a roaring engine screams across the sky as a US Navy plane spotted our boat.  We could not believe it.  After two hours, we saw a humongous ship approaching our boat out of nowhere! It turned out to be the USS Sterett CG31 – a Belknap-class destroyer leader/cruiser commanded by Captain George Sullivan. To this date we still refer her as The Angel of the Pacific.  The crew rescued all 173 people aboard the tiny fishing vessel that was stranded hopelessly in the South China Sea.

The Captain of the Sterett took the refugees to a processing center in Thailand, then Bataan, Philippines where we spent 8 months to learn English.  In Summer 1984, our family was sponsored by the Lutheran Ministries Church and moved to Tampa, Florida where they reside now except my younger brother Felix Nguyen Phuoc has relocated to Tucson, OK, and myself to Denver, CO due to spouse’s job transfer.

Below is a snapshot of the Bangkok Post on Sterett, Sunday July 24, 1983 regarding the rescues:
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Our boat of 173 people:
[image: C:\Users\Liennhu\Pictures\My Pictures\Sterett Reunion\1983\wb-boat.jpg]


The Angel of the Pacific:
[image: C:\Users\Liennhu\Pictures\My Pictures\Sterett Reunion\1983\Sterett94wSeal.jpg]






Our family picture standing on CG31 after the rescue:
From top left is my father - Lu Vinh Nguyen Phuoc - who has passed in 2010, my eldest brother – Larry Nguyen Phuoc, my cousin – Quoc Ho.  From bottom left is my mother – Nga Le Nguyen Phuoc, my younger sister, LienNhi Vu, myself – LienNhu Doan, my youngest sister – LienNhu Laihuyen, my younger brother – Felix Nguyen Phuoc, my cousins Tu Phan, Anh Thu, and youngest brother in blue t-shirt is Louis Nguyen Phuoc
[image: C:\Users\Liennhu\Pictures\My Pictures\Sterett Reunion\1983\Boat Rescue04.jpg]
From left to right: My beloved cousin – Tu Phan, youngest sister – Liennhu Laihuyen, me – Liennhu Doan, eldest brother – Larry Nguyen[image: C:\Users\Liennhu\Pictures\My Pictures\Sterett Reunion\1983\Boat Rescue01.jpg]

After 28 years searching, almost 3 decades, we have finally found and reunited with our life saviors, Captain Sullivan and his crews for the first time in Biloxi, May 2011. 

Sterett Reunion – 2011, Biloxi, MS
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Sterett Reunion – 2013, Branson, MO
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Sterett Reunion – 2017, Nashville, TN
From left to right: Captain Sullivan, my mother – Nga Le Nguyen Phuoc, me – Liennhu Doan and Mr. Steve Hayes (Sterett Association – President)
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Sterett Reunion – 2019, Jacksonville, FL
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The original family members who got rescued by USS Sterett CG-31 and attended the Reunion in Jacksonvile, FL – September 2019
From left to right is my mother – Nga Le Nguyen Phuoc, my younger sister, LienNhi Vu, my eldest brother – Larry Nguyen Phuoc, myself – LienNhu Doan, and my youngest sister – LienNhu Laihuyen
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